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Council Highlights
Regular Council Meeting of August 12, 2020
Council Highlights briefly identify decisions made by Council. Council
encourages its residents, businesses and stakeholders to keep in touch
with Council news.
Facility Condition and Needs Assessments
Council approved the following facility requests:
• Galahad School—the County will continue utilizing the building as the Galahad Public Works Shop.
• Strome Office/Post Office—the Strome Post Office and Post Office building will be listed for sale “as is”.
• Heisler Grader Shed—the Grader shed and parcel of land will be listed for sale “as is”.
BREOC Community Demonstration Project
Council directed administration to move forward with the “Consumer Intent to Buy Local” proposal to
submit an expression of interest to Battle River Economic Opportunities Committee (BREOC) for our
Community Demonstration Project. Flagstaff County’s Economic Development Department will work with
the Village of Forestburg and the Village of Heisler (the other two Flagstaff Region BREOC partners) to
choose the regional economic development function proposal out of the remaining two proposal options.
Valley Ski Hill Construction Funding
Flagstaff County will not partner with the County of Paintearth to offset a potential shortfall of $85,000 in
the event that the Valley Ski Hill is not successful in obtaining the CFEP grant. Flagstaff encourages the
Valley Ski Hill to continue to access municipal recreation grant funding through our region’s Agricultural
Societies.
Forestburg Thermal Treatment Plant—Letter of Support Request
Council directed administration to provide G-M Pearson a letter of support regarding the benefit of the
overall region to assist in the application process to Alberta Environment and Parks for a permit to operate
a thermal treatment plant.
Flagstaff Regional Emergency Services Society
Due to the fiscal challenges facing Flagstaff County, Council has agreed to continue with the formation of
the Flagstaff Regional Emergency Services Society (FRESS) if it is agreed that the proposed agreement be
amended to give Flagstaff County veto power on the annual budget; and that an affordable plan be
developed to demonstrate cost savings to meet the region’s needs and the Flagstaff County portion of the
budget will not exceed $450,000.
Hamlet of Strome Public Works Shop
Council accepted the proposal from Vantage Builders Ltd. in the amount of $269,000 for the replacement
of the Hamlet of Strome Public Works Shop, and will have the existing Strome Public Works Shop
demolished at an approximate cost of $40,000 and maintain ownership of the parcel of land.
Once approved, the full Council Meeting minutes can be found at www.flagstaff.ab.ca under
the “Council” tab and in the “Meetings and Minutes” section.
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Please refer to www.flagstaff.ab.ca for up-to-date road work happening throughout the County.
wishing to purchase gravel must contact the Public
Road Construction Road Closures
Works Department to obtain a “Permission for
The following road will be closed from July 29th,
Purchase of Gravel” form. Gravel will not be loaded
2020 until approximately August 20th, 2020 for road
out of a pit without this form. Gravel sales will be
construction:
limited to the following dates in 2020:
•
Range Road 124, for 1.5 miles from the
•
August 19th
Sedgewick Lake Park Campground to
•
September 9th and 23rd
Township Road 444
•
October 7th and 21st

Road Recovery
Crews will continue working on the following road
recovery project:
•

East of Daysland on Range Road 160,
north from Highway 13 to Township Road
464 for 10.0 miles

Gravel
Gravel is available for sale to a maximum of 150
tonnes/year per residential/farm/acreage site. Gravel
is not available for sale to commercial users. Anyone

Flagstaff.ab.ca

Gravel sales are limited to the following gravel pits:
Mazure Pit (NE 16-43-09 W4); Skori Pit #2 (N 1/2
09-46-11 W4); Barber Stockpile (NE 17-44-09 W4);
and Daysland Stockpile (SE 13-45-17 W4), providing a loader is available at that gravel pit on that particular day.
Please contact the Flagstaff County administration
office at 780-384-4100 to make arrangements or to
obtain information regarding a list of available
aggregate products and pricing. Flagstaff County
does not haul gravel for ratepayers. Hauling
arrangements must be made by the ratepayer.

Please keep in mind that our seasonal crews will be out working on our roadways and to use extreme caution while
travelling on these roads while they are being maintained in any way. We thank you in advance for your cooperation
during this season.

Flagstaff County, like other municipalities across
Alberta, is a proud supporter and partner of the
oil and gas industry.
And like other municipalities, Flagstaff County
recognizes the critical role oil and gas plays in
the long-term viability of the communities
contained within our regional borders.
Last year, approximately 72 to
75% of our total tax revenue
came from oil and gas-related
properties.

on top of the significant cuts
we’ve already made in
programs and services to
account for the loss of revenue
from unpaid taxes from
resource-based companies.
Actual bad debt in 2019 totalled
nearly $3 million. This year, we
have budgeted for $4.5 million
in bad debt.

That revenue goes to the many
programs and services that we
deliver to you – from road
construction and bridge
maintenance projects to
recreation funding and support
of a variety of community
services.
But the Alberta government is
proposing sweeping changes to
the assessment model for
regulated properties such as oil
wells and pipelines, which will
significantly reduce our total
revenue – making a
combination of property tax
increases and reductions in
services almost a certainty.

We’re gravely concerned about
the immediate and long-term
impacts a further reduction in
revenue – estimated to be as
high as $5 million in 2021 – will
have on the entire Flagstaff
Region (see “Killing
Community” below for a list of
programs and services that
could be on the chopping block
or face significant funding
reductions).
To be clear, we don’t oppose an
oil and gas assessment model

Keep in mind that the
anticipated drop in revenue is

review. We agree it’s time for a
review. But the province did not
consult municipalities in their
review. Municipalities play an
important role in supporting the
oil and gas industry, and
deserve to be consulted.
Together, with involvement from
all affected municipalities, a fair
and equitable model can be
achieved for everyone.
Over the last few weeks,
Flagstaff County has been
running a region-wide advocacy
campaign. But we’re running
out of time and we need your
help now more than ever.
If you haven’t done so yet,
please contact MLA Jackie
Lovely and the premier’s office
to express your concern over
this proposal. The future
sustainability of rural Alberta
depends on it.

Building Community
It takes investment to build community. Here’s a look at some of the regional funding that Flagstaff County provided in
2019. The Alberta government’s proposed changes to the assessment model for regulated properties such as oil wells
and pipelines will result in dire implications for many of the programs and services listed below.

Projects/Grants/Donations:

Agreements:

Recreation Grant
Flagstaff Community Adult Learning
Flagstaff Intermunicipal Partnership
Physician Recruitment
Dust control to 6 municipalities
Parents for Fun in Flagstaff
Flagstaff Satellite Dayhome Society
STARS Air Ambulance
Various donations
Battle River Research Group
ACCA Youth Leadership Camp
Seniors Conference
Flagstaff County Library Committee
Cemeteries Assistance Grant
Battle River Watershed
Total: ELIMINATED

Flagstaff Regional Solid Waste Mgmt.
Fire Protection
Community Resource Officer
Flagstaff Family and Community Services
Parkland Regional Library
Rescue Unit
Total: REDUCED

$750,064
$ 50,000
$ 41,609
$ 33,645
$ 25,275
$ 25,000
$ 17,000
$ 16,725
$ 13,000
$ 10,000
$ 9,765
$ 7,353
$ 6,000
$ 5,000
$ 1,858
$1,012,294

(Red type indicates potential consequences. It is
for illustrative purposes only at this point.)

$418,702
$219,765
$169,507
$ 32,521
$ 30,839
$ 11,367
$882,701

Regional Services: THREATENED
Regional Emergency Services
Coordinator: Assists the towns and
villages in training, equipment
coordination and fire prevention and
investigation.
Economic Development: Provides
direct and local services to our
valued citizens, businesses, and
community organizations with the

purpose of contributing directly to
our communities’ sustainability and
longevity (eg. Flagstaff Crafted,
Flagstaff Featured Business).
Fire: Owns 50% of seven fire trucks
in eight towns and villages, owns
five Wildland trucks for fire
suppression use, owns three water
tankers for the region.

