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New weed threat

Himalayan Balsam found in Flagstaff
Don’t let the disarming charm of its pink,
funnel-shaped flower fool you.
Himalayan Balsam is an aggressive invader of
wetlands, streams and moist woodlands,
where it chokes out native vegetation,
damaging riparian biodiversity.
Unfortunately, this menace has made its
presence known in the Flagstaff Region.
This past summer, staff with Flagstaff
County’s Agricultural Service Department dealt
with Himalayan Balsam at nine yard sites
throughout the region.
Himalayan Balsam is listed as a prohibited
noxious weed under the Weed Control Act. As
such, it must be destroyed.
Native to the western Himalayas, the
summer annual was introduced to Europe in
the early 1800s. Today, it is widely known as an
invasive alien in temperate areas of Europe,
Asia, North America and New Zealand. In
Alberta, there are patches along water courses
within the cities of Edmonton and Red Deer,
and Parkland County.
Prevention
Initial spread is mainly from ornamental
plantings — do not purchase or grow
Himalayan Balsam. Seed can be spread by
movement of riparian soil and in the sediment
from the bottoms of water courses of infested
areas.
Control
Himalayan Balsam plants are easily hand
pulled due to the shallow root system.
— With files from Alberta Invasive Species Council

Foreground: Himalayan
Balsam stems are smooth,
usually hollow, and grow
one to three metres tall.
Background: When the
prohibited noxious weed
was discovered at this
yard site in the Flagstaff
Region this summer, it
had reached the height of
a garage door.
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Goats winning war on leafy spurge
It was an especially productive
season for Flagstaff County’s
favourite bearded weedeaters.
Between May 20 and the end of
July, as many as 180 goats grazed
a quarter-section of Flagstaff
County-owned land near
the Town of Hardisty in a costeffective bid to purge the area of
an infestation of leafy spurge.
The hungry herbivores, who
have an inherent taste for the
noxious weed, belong to Mallaigarea goat herders Darci and
Michael Penner. The Penners
have been contracted for the past
two years to oversee this

innovative program, which offers
a natural alternative to spraying
chemical herbicides.
“We got farther this year than
we did last year, so we’re happy
with that,” Darci says, noting the
goats made it through the entire
section. “I think we’ve got it
figured out now.”
The Penners’ goats ranged in
age from one to nine years and
included a mix of males and
females.
A Maremma sheepdog watched
over the goats and kept vigilant
for predators, such as coyotes, as
the domestic ungulates followed

a rotational grazing schedule
behind a portable electric fence.
Plans are in place to continue
the program, initially conducted
at the site in 2013 and 2014, on
an annual basis. The area is
expected to be essentially free of
leafy spurge within the next five
years.
Besides being environmentally
friendly and easily manoeuvrable,
goats have proven to be costeffective and efficient in dealing
with leafy spurge in this spot in
recent years and through other
jurisdictions as far back as the
mid-1980s.

Important information about Johne’s disease
Johne’s disease is a chronic
debilitating disease that affects the
intestines of ruminant animals,
including cattle, sheep and goats.
It is listed as a provincially notifiable
disease under the Alberta Animal
Health Act. That means anyone who
knows or ought to know the disease is
or may be present in an animal MUST report that fact to
the Office of the Chief Provincial Veterinarian within 24 hours
by calling 1-800-524-0051.
Here are some fast facts about Johne’s disease:
• It is caused by Myobacterim Avium Subspecies
Paratuberculosis (MAP), which is closely related to the
organisms that cause tuberculosis and leprosy.
• Infection is usually acquired by consuming feed and water
contaminated with manure from infected animals.
• MAP doesn’t cause disease in non-ruminant animals;
however, these animals may serve as reservoirs, creating
a risk to transmit the disease.

• Although many animals in a herd may be infected, usually

•

•
•
•

less than 5% of infected animals develop clinical signs of
disease. Under circumstances of stress, inadequate
nutrition or parasitism, more of the infected animals may
develop clinical disease. Once clinical disease develops,
affected animals eventually die due to dehydration and
starvation as a result of malabsorption of nutrients.
The incidence of the disease varies in dairy and beef
herds, mostly due to management factors. Studies over
the past few years have found that more than half of dairy
herds and about 14% of beef herds appear to be infected.
Progressive weight loss is typical of this disease and may
begin before diarrhea develops.
There is no treatment for Johne’s disease.
The Alberta dairy industry has committed to work
together to promote an awareness and educational
initiative to minimize the spread of the disease in dairy
herds.
— Alberta Agriculture and Forestry
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Establish a shelterbelt in 2018 Sign up
Flagstaff County’s Agricultural Services
Applications are
Department offers the annual Shelterbelt
due Jan. 30, 2018.
Establishment Program to rural landowners to
help promote, establish, and maintain healthy
shelterbelts.
Shelterbelts conserve soil, protect crops and
yard sites, trap snow, provide wildlife habitat,
and beautify the landscape. This program will
be delivered through an application process
and at a 50/50 cost share between Flagstaff
County and the landowner for the price of the
trees.
Flagstaff County provides the service of
planting and the first watering for any
shelterbelt establishments that are at least
one-third of a mile long. Tree planters and a
plastic mulch applicator are also available for
rent. Plastic mulch is available for purchase at
cost, and while supplies last. Additional
watering is also available at the cost of $75 an
hour.
It is recommended that residents call the
Applications will be accepted until January
County office to reserve any equipment and
30, 2018 for tree delivery in early May.
services for this program as soon as possible
Visit the Flagstaff County website at
as there is high demand during the planting
www.flagstaff.ab.ca to download an
season.
application or for more information.

to receive
newsletter
via email
We hope you enjoy
this print version of
the Flagstaff County
Agricultural Service
Board Newsletter.
which is published on
a quarterly basis.
To receive future
editions of this
newsletter
electronically, please
visit our website at
www.flagstaff.ab.ca
and click “Join our
mailing list” under the
Agricultural Service
Board section.

Heed these tips for pea weed control
Compared to most other crops in the rotation, pea is a very poor competitor with weeds, and
weed control is necessary the year before growing pea to produce a high-yielding crop. Alberta Pulse
Growers Commission offers the following tips:

• Choose clean fields, free of
•

herbicide residues;
Control perennial weeds (Canada
thistle, sow thistle, quack grass,
dandelion and toad flax) with a
pre-harvest application of a
glyphosate product the year
before pea, and apply when
weeds are actively growing
under proper temperature, good
moisture and bright light

•

(products include: Roundup®,
Laredo®, Renegade®,
Touchdown®, Wrangler® and
Victor®);
Under direct seeding systems, a
spring burn-off application of
glyphosate may provide effective
weed control – delayed seeding
to allow spring weed growth
may result in high flower blast
and lower pea yields;

• Cases have been seen of serious
residue herbicide damage of
field pea caused by seeding on
rented land with no herbicide
records or history – so ensure
records on all fields are kept to
monitor residual herbicides
(even reduced rates of residual
herbicides can cause serious
injury to the pea crop the
following year).

For more information contact: Agricultural Department
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Consider how your life would change if you lost your water supply!
Did you know that a poorly maintained water well can put your water supply at risk of contamination
and reduce your well yield?
If you are one of 450,000 Albertans who use their water well for household purposes, the key to
ensuring your water supply is safe and secure is knowing how groundwater works, learning about your
well and understanding how to properly maintain it.
Proper water well siting, construction, maintenance and plugging will help protect your well from
biofouling and contamination, save you costly repairs, and ensure your well water yields are sustained
over many years.
Find out what you can do to protect your well. Attend the FREE water well management workshop
being hosted by Flagstaff County, and presented by the Working Well Program, with technical
expertise provided by Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development and Alberta Environment and
Sustainable Resource Development.
During the workshop we will cover:
•
Groundwater – how it works;
•
Water quality and quantity testing;
•
Well protection – protecting your well from contamination;
•
Basic well maintenance;
•
Water sampling – how to do it.
To attend the workshop, please pre-register by calling Kelsey Fenton at the Flagstaff County
Administration Office at 780-384-4129.

